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Named by Foreign Affairs as a book to read on geopolitics.In an era of high technology and
instant communication, the role of geography in the formation of strategy and politics in
international relations can be undervalued. But the mountains of Afghanistan and the scorching
sand storms of Iraq have provided stark reminders that geographical realities continue to have a
profound impact on the success of military campaigns. Here, political scientist Jakub J. Grygiel
brings to light the importance of incorporating geography into grand strategy. He argues that
states can increase and maintain their position of power by pursuing a geostrategy that focuses
on control of resources and lines of communication.Grygiel examines case studies of Venice,
the Ottoman Empire, and China in the global fifteenth century—all great powers that faced a
dramatic change in geopolitics when new routes and continents were discovered. The location
of resources, the layout of trade networks, and the stability of state boundaries played a large
role in the success or failure of these three powers. Grygiel asserts that, though many other
aspects of foreign policy have changed throughout history, strategic response to geographical
features remains one of the most salient factors in establishing and maintaining power in the
international arena.

This interesting book examines the strategic structure of the empires of Venice, the Ottomans,
and Ming China from the eleventh to the sixteenth centuries . . . Grygiel's provocative volume will
initiate many debates.-- Brian W. Blouet ― Geographical ReviewA must-read for anyone
interested in international relations in general and geopolitics in particular.-- John P. Vanzo ―
International Studies ReviewGrygiel’s short but informative study serves as testament to the fact
that today, no serious work of political theory can ignore the perspective of the longue durée,
and even more specifically, the historical experience of non-Western regions and states.-- Boris
Stremlin ― Journal of World-Systems ResearchHe makes a very compelling case that
geography, geopolitics, and geostrategy are relevant factors in the rise and decline of great
powers, past, present, and future . . . Great Powers and Geopolitical Change is a book that I
believe deserves the attention of policymakers and scholars alike.-- Randall L. Schweller ―
Perspectives on PoliticsAccording to Grygiel, a country's strategic response to geography
remains one of the most salient factors in establishing and maintaining power in the international
arena.-- Geoffrey Sloan ― Foreign Affairs --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable
edition of this title.From the Inside FlapIn an era of advanced technology and instant
communication, the role of geography in the formation of strategy and politics in international
relations can be undervalued. But the mountains of Afghanistan and the scorching sand storms
of Iraq have provided stark reminders that geographical realities continue to have a profound
impact on the success of military campaigns. Here, political scientist Jakub J. Grygiel brings to



light the importance of incorporating geography into grand strategy. He argues that states can
increase and maintain their position of power by pursuing a geostrategy that focuses on control
of resources and lines of communication.A must-read for anyone interested in international
relations in general and geopolitics in particular.--International Studies ReviewAccording to
Grygiel, a country's strategic response to geography remains one of the most salient factors in
establishing and maintaining power in the international arena.--Foreign AffairsHe makes a very
compelling case that geography, geopolitics, and geostrategy are relevant factors in the rise and
decline of great powers, past, present, and future . . . [This book] deserves the attention of
policymakers and scholars alike.--Perspectives on PoliticsThis interesting book examines the
strategic structure of the empires of Venice, the Ottomans, and Ming China from the eleventh to
the sixteenth centuries . . . Grygiel's provocative volume will initiate many debates.--
Geographical Review--Geoffrey Sloan "Foreign Affairs" --This text refers to the paperback
edition.From the Back CoverIn an era of advanced technology and instant communication, the
role of geography in the formation of strategy and politics in international relations can be
undervalued. But the mountains of Afghanistan and the scorching sand storms of Iraq have
provided stark reminders that geographical realities continue to have a profound impact on the
success of military campaigns. Here, political scientist Jakub J. Grygiel brings to light the
importance of incorporating geography into grand strategy. He argues that states can increase
and maintain their position of power by pursuing a geostrategy that focuses on control of
resources and lines of communication."A must-read for anyone interested in international
relations in general and geopolitics in particular."―International Studies Review"According to
Grygiel, a country's strategic response to geography remains one of the most salient factors in
establishing and maintaining power in the international arena."―Foreign Affairs"He makes a very
compelling case that geography, geopolitics, and geostrategy are relevant factors in the rise and
decline of great powers, past, present, and future . . . [This book] deserves the attention of
policymakers and scholars alike."―Perspectives on Politics"This interesting book examines the
strategic structure of the empires of Venice, the Ottomans, and Ming China from the eleventh to
the sixteenth centuries . . . Grygiel's provocative volume will initiate many
debates."―Geographical Review--This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this
title.About the AuthorJakub J. Grygiel is an associate professor and the George H. W. Bush
Chair of International Affairs at the Paul H. Nitze School of Advanced International Studies of the
Johns Hopkins University. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this
title.Read more
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thomas c. post, “Four Stars. an excellent and powerful thesis tying together three disparate
civilizations. but, at times, a tad oversimplified and occasionally redundant.”

Ebook Tops Reader, “Masterpiece on geopolitics. Lucid, easy-to-follow analysis relevant to
today. Terms are defined and the argument is clearly stated at the beginning. The cases provide
compelling historical supporting evidence. The argument is nuanced in acknowledging its
humble aims, which is one of its greatest strengths. A masterpiece on geopolitics that should
interest a broad audience in international politics.”

WB, “A Must Read. Grygiel has produced a terrific book - visionary in scope, elegantly written,
and deep in its historical knowledge and insight. In an era when too many political science
faculties have been overtaken by meta-theorists and number-crunchers, it is refreshing to read a
book that is historically rooted and encourages readers to go "back-to-basics" in understanding
the modern world and many of the foreign policy predicaments we now face. I am waiting for him
to write volume #2.”

Iguanaman, “A promising take on geopolitics. This book should be seminal in the discipline. It is
yet not distributed enough in taught university courses. Grygiel's strenght is his lucid and
balanced theoretical take on geopolitics on not more than 40 pages. The rest of the book
contains three case studies, elegantly written and flawlessly combined with his theory - they can
yet be read or not depending on special interest.”

Harry, “Five Stars. Excellent explains our actions”

Save the Planet. Stop Climate Change!, “important and readable. This book looks at the relation
between geopolitics and foreign policy and what happens to a state who fails to keep its foreign
policies in tune with geopolitics which the author defines as the locales of strategically important
resources and trade routes. After analysing the failure of great powers of the past (Venice, the
Ottoman Empire and Ming China) to adapt to geopolitical changes that occured in the 16th
century, the author turns to foreign policy challenges faced by the US today as a result of China's
rise to becoming a second world power and its geopolitical implications.The book is a powerful
reminder that even in an age of economic globalisation and instant communication around the
globe geopolitics is still a major factor in determining the fate of great powers. Although the
book's style is a bit dense, it is readable and easily accessible to the layperson.”

The book by Jakub J. Grygiel has a rating of  5 out of 4.2. 10 people have provided feedback.
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